
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

speech reminded the listeners how 
essential it is for religious and com-
munity leaders to be fully educated 
on issues of domestic violence so 
that they could be a guiding light for 
the victims who turn to them.  
 

As Nassau County District Attorney 
Kathleen Rice was unable to attend, 
her place was taken by Madeline 
Singas, Chief of the Special Victims 
.ǳǊŜŀǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǎǎŀǳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5!Ωǎ 
office, who illustrated the types of 
crimes the Bureau is faced with on a 
regular basis. The audience was given 
a glimpse into life at the Special Vic-
tims Bureau and the responsibilities 
Ms. Singas and her colleagues face 
each day in their battle against vio-
lence. 
 

Following Ms. Singas, the celebrated 
Salman Ahmad took the stage and 
ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ 
and humorous introduction by DHF 
member Zainab Nasser . Mr. Ahmad 

On Saturday April 9th 2011, the 
Swan Club in Roslyn, NY was alit 
with beautifully attired ladies and 
gentlemen, all supporting the dire 
cause of domestic violence victims. 
Domestic Harmony Foundation 
(DHF) successfully hosted its 3rd 
Annual Fundraiser Gala with the 
backdrop of the charming gardens 
of the country club. 
 

The cocktail hour was held in a 
glass room overlooking manicured 
gardens littered with budding 
spring leaves and hyacinths. There 
were approximately 190 guests in 
attendance that night. Various 
stations of food were nestled in 
the corners of the cocktail recep-
tion area as supporters, organizers 
and guests mingled with each 
other. During the cocktail hour, on 
one table DHF volunteers sold CDs 
and books by singer, author, and 
humanitarian Salman Ahmad, 
while on another, enrolments to 
the DHF Supporter Campaign was 

in full swing. An expectant buzz sur-
rounded the guests in the reception 
area as anticipation built for the eve-
ƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŦƻƭŘΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
attendees were Nassau County (NC) 
Human Rights Commissioner Zahid 
Ali Syed, NC Police Dept. Detective 
Sergeant Tara Comiskey, NC Dept of 
Social Services Commissioner John 
Imhof, and Former Commissioner of 
the NC Police Dept Lawrence Mulvey. 
 

The main event room was beautifully 
decorated with real carnations and 
hyacinths in clay pots as center-
pieces, adorned by gifts from DHF for 
ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 5ICΩǎ 
esteemed Executive Director Shaida 
YƘŀƴΦ aǎΦ YƘŀƴ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ 5ICΩǎ ƛƴŎŜǇπ
tion and events that brought to light 
the need for organizations such as 
DHF to exist. She highlighted the 
activities of the organization and 
stressed upon the importance of 
community involvement in eradicat-
ƛƴƎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ aǎΦ YƘŀƴΩǎ 

I would like to share some good news with our readers. 
DHF Supporter program and DHF Youth Wing are recent 
DHF outreach initiatives. Both of these have turned out 
to be win-win programs, and are the latest in our cam-
paign to spread the work of DHF. 
 

As a DHF member, I was blessed with the idea of 
launching a DHF Supporter Program to broaden the 
base of supporters towards the cause of assisting vic-
tims of domestic violence. My proposal was well re-
ceived and supported by members and was approved 
by the DHF board. I was given the charge of carrying it 
forward. Initially I had presented a "DHF Supporter 

/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴέ at the Noor Masjid Health Fair on Mar. 26th, 
2011, where it was very well received, with an initial 
collection of $ 135, besides the offer of voluntary profes-
sional services from various qualified individuals. The 
appreciation and enthusiasm from the participants at the 
fair was truly inspiring to all of us. It has since been pre-
sented with a great deal of success at dinner parties, at 
the DHF Fundraising Gala, at the ICLI Spring Fair and ICLI -
Youth Leadership Corp and so on. The number of sup-
porters that have signed up has been growing exponen-
tially. We welcome all our readers and their friends to 
join in and make a difference in the lives of so many suf-
fering souls.  

DHF Holds Its 3rd Annual Fundraiser Gala  
Submitted by Rabab Ahmed 
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P A G E  2  

Did You Know?  

 

Almost one -third of 
female homicide 
victims that are 
reported in police 
records are killed 
by an intimate 
partner.  
 
Source: Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Uniform Crime 
Reports ñCrime in the United 
States, 2000,ò (2001).  

Breaking  

the Silenceé 

 

Voice of  

Hopeééé. 

DHF Holds Its 3rd Annual Fundraiser Gala  
(contd. from Page 1) 

is the founder of the Pakistani rock band Junoon and 
the non-profit organization, the Salman and Samina 
Global Wellness Initiative (SSGWI), which works on 
interfaith dialogue, wellness awareness and music 
education, to name a few. He performed some of his 
famous songs with Pandit Samir Chatterjee accompa-
ƴȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŀΦ aǊΦ !ƘƳŀŘΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǾƻŎŀƭ 
talents kept the audience captivated and by popular 
demand he returned a little later in the evening to 
perform a few more songs.  
 

The musical part of the evening was followed by a 
brave woman who related to the audience her story 
and experiences dealing with domestic abuse. The 
ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŜπ
struck audience. She spoke of the dilemmas she was 
faced with daily, the worries for herself and her chil-
ŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ƻŦ 
the Domestic Harmony Foundation. The audience 
could clearly see the immense amount of strength of 
heart and mind the survivor has had to bring herself 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 5ICΩǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻǳǊπ
age, the listeners were able to put a face to the term 
άŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΣέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
transported into her shoes, seeing the pain she has 
had to endure.  
 

DHF member Yasmin Wasti shared an inspirational 
poem reflecting the emotions of a domestic violence 
victim. Long-time DHF member and counselor Dr. 
Kushalata Jayakar Ahmed skillfully sang a few songs 
during dinner to depict the feelings of uncertainty 
and strength survivors of domestic violence can en-
counter.  Later, two young ladies representing the 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ YƘŀŘƛƧŀƘΩǎ /ŀǊŀǾŀƴΣ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ 
activist group, presented poems and pieces written 
by members of a young generation working to raise 
ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ 
slideshow introduced by DHF member and attorney 
Mr. Omar Chaudhry, Esq. The slideshow presented 
5ICΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
varous presentations at numerous locations, events 
held at DHF locations to raise domestic violence 
awareness and increase dialogue.  The evening 
ended with a closing speech by DHF member Zainab 
Nasser, who acknowledged the contributions of 
each of the existing members. 
 

¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
amount of hard work and love that was put in by 
ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
work that went behind the scenes to create a night 
of such elegance and poignancy could have only 
come about through immense amounts of dedica-
tion and time. In addition, individual donors and 
organizations such as The South Asian Times, 
Weekly Pakistan Voice, and TVOne Global, our Me-
dia Partners, as well as Habib American Bank, the 
Islamic Center of Long Island, and the Muk-
hopadhyay Foundation, our organizational sponsors, 
provide the community and institutional support 
necessary for the work we do.  Undoubtedly, with 
this continued support and exposure, the coming 
year will see another successful year of survival for 
DHF.  
 

/ƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ¢±hƴŜ DƭƻōŀƭΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
the Gala  

OUTREACH  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HsbcZGE0j4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HsbcZGE0j4
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Did You Know?  

 

Women of all races 
are about equally 
vulnerable to 
violence by an 
intimate partner.  
 
Source: Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, Violence Against 
Women: Estimates from the 
Redesigned Survey, August 1995 

 

For every minute you 

remain angry, you give 

up sixty seconds of peace 

of mind.  

ð Ralph Waldo Emerson  

DHF Supporter Program 
(contd. from Page 1) 

All that is required is to donate as little as $20.00 or 
as much as you like and be a supporter and become a 
larger apart of DHF. You can share your ideas, use 
your talent in many ways and if you are too busy, just 
keep donating and we will use the funds in develop-
ing and executing programs to help victims of domes-
tic violence. Your interest, support and donations will 
make a significant difference, please join in as a sup-
porter and add value to our cause. Mention 
άǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

There are numerous benefits to having this program 
in place, not the least of which is to ensure a steady 
flow of financial support that DHF can count on to 
assist its clients, on an annual basis, besides develop-
ing a core base of individual benefactors, and a pool 
of qualified professionals from various walks of life 
who have expressed interest in volunteering their 
time and services. 

 

Details of the program are provided here below, with 
a breakdown of Supporter Donation Levels: 
 

5IC .ǊƻƴȊŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ Χ  Ϸ нл ǳǇ ǘƻ Ϸмлл ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ 
5IC {ƛƭǾŜǊ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ Χ Χ Ϸ млл ǳǇ ǘƻ Ϸрлл ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ 
5IC DƻƭŘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ Χ Χ  Ϸ рлл ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ 

Besides the satisfaction of knowing that the contri-
bution would be utilized towards empowering and 
improving the lives of domestic violence survivors, 
other benefits to you would be: 

¶ Receive information on upcoming DHF events, 
such as Speaker Series, Movie Screenings, etc. 

¶ Access to Free English classes 

¶ DHF Newsletter subscription 

¶ DHF Supporter Pin 

¶ DHF Giveaways 

¶ Discounts on DHF Hosted Paid Events  

Ý DHF Bronze Supporter ς 10% 

Ý DHF Silver Supporter ς 15% 

Ý DHF Gold Supporter ς 20% 
 

Join in today by donating at our website and specify 
ȅƻǳǊ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊέ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 
 

Those members that have signed up initially and are 
owed a giveaway as mentioned above, should con-
tact the DHF office to schedule a time when they 
can stop by to pick up what is due to them.   

DHF Youth Wing is another initiative carried forward 
by me and approved by the DHF board. This was 
created and introduced, during the course of the 
presentation at the Noor Masjid Health Fair. The 
main concept behind forming a DHF Youth Wing is 
to have our youth take over our vision and goals 
going forward in becoming DHF's future advo-
cates. This initiative was also shared with the ICLI 
Youth Leadership Corps members. 
 

We received a very positive response from both 
boys and girls, and along with Lyla Khan, Hiba Khan-

zad, Zoraiz Arif, and Alia Khan there were others who 
were also interested in working actively in the DHF 
Youth Wing. 
 

We are reaching out to the youth ages 15 to 25, to 
sign up as youth supporters by paying as little as 
$20.00. We have a lot of interesting programs in the 
planning stage, since we are still in the early phase of 
organizing and planning the DHF Youth Wing and DHF 
Supporter Program. We welcome ideas and support 
from all our readers. 

DHF Youth Wing 
Submitted by Yasmin Wasti 

OUTREACH  

DHF at the ICLI Spring Fair 

DHF participated at the ICLI Spring Fair held on Apr. 17th, 2011 at the ICLI grounds in Westbury.  It was a 
huge success as a number of visitors either stopped by themselves or got invited to the DHF table to learn 
more  about the services being provided to the South Asian community on Long Island, the DHF Supporter 
Program and the DHF Youth Wing  initiative. More than 30 attendees signed up either to be included in the 
DHF mailing list or for enrolment in the Supporter Program.  Giveaways included small DHF bags, and 
scented candles.   This was yet another successful DHF outreach effort.  Come and visit us at the next ICLI fair 
and picnic coming up in the summer! 

http://www.dhfny.org/donations.html
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Did You Know?  

In 70-80% of 
intimate partner 
homicides, no 
matter which 
partner was killed, 
the man physically 
abused the woman 
before the murder.  
 
 

Empowering  

survivors of  

domestic  

violenceé... 

DHF Participates in APPNA Health Fair 

DHF participated at the Health Fair organized by the APPNA Womens Alliance at the Noor Masjid in 

Huntington on March 26th.  Yasmin Wasti and Dr. Rafia Hamid each presented information on domestic 

violence, its impact and effect on the individual and their immediate family, community responsibility as 

a whole, and the possible steps to address it and resources available. This was very well received by an 

audience of 25 to 30 women and girls. Both speakers did a phenomenal job, and audience reaction,  

support and response was so great that few members of the audience stood up to speak themselves 

too with the intent of encouraging support towards DHF.  Other DHF members present were Zainab 

Nasser, who urged people to come forward and share their talents for the betterment of the commu-

nity, and Liliana Buitrago who also spoke on behalf of DHF and the wonderful work that we do.   

Several audience members volunteered their capabilities to assist DHF on required services for survivors 

as well as the foundation itself, as part of a drive to enroll a pool of DHF supporters.  Towards this end, 

Yasmin Wasti invited the audience to enlist in the DHF Supporter Program through annual contributions 

as well as offer their professional capabilities whenever possible or needed. The audience were very 

interactive and enthusiastic, and expressed thanks and appreciation to DHF for bringing awareness 

about domestic violence in their community and wanted us to do many more such programs for them in 

the future.  A special thanks to Drs. Kulsoom Shah, Naghmana Haque, Rana Suleman, Sabahat, Yasmin 

Nazli and Zoha Gondal for providing DHF this opportunity.  

Source: Campbell, et al. (2003). 
ñAssessing Risk Factors for 
Intimate Partner Homicide.ò 
Intimate Partner Homicide , NIJ 
Journal, 250, 14 -19. Wash., D.C.: 
National Institute of Justice, 
U.S. Dept of Justice.  

OUTREACH  
















